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•Tax Components 
•Equalization
•Protest



Tax Components

•Assessed Value
•Rollback
•Tax Levy

$450,000 Assessment

X 46.3428% Rollback

$208,682 Taxable Value

X 40.61582 Levy per $1000

$8,475.79 Taxes



Assessed Value

441.21b (1) The actual value of all property subject to 
assessment and taxation shall be the fair and 
reasonable market value of such property except as 
otherwise provided in this section (Agricultural 441.21e). 
“Market value” is defined as the fair and reasonable 
exchange in the year in which the property is listed and 
valued between a willing buyer and a willing seller, 
neither being under any compulsion to buy or sell and 
each being familiar with all the facts relating to the 
particular property.



Assessment Components

•Land
•Dwelling 
•Buildings (AG)



Assessment Components (Land)

*Front Foot
*Lump Sum
*Site and Excess

Site and Excess
Acre 1 = $$$
Acres 2-9 = $$
Acres 9+ = $



Assessment 
Components

Dwelling

https://revenue.iowa.gov/taxes/tax-
guidance/property-tax/iowa-real-property-
appraisal-manual



Assessed Value (Classification)

ZONING ≠ ASSESSMENT CLASS



Assessed Value (Classification)

701-71.1(4) Residential 
real estate shall include all 
lands and buildings which 
are primarily used or 
intended for human 
habitation containing fewer 
than three dwelling units.

701-71(3) Agricultural real estate shall include all tracts of land 
and the improvements and structures located on them which are 
in good faith used primarily for agricultural purposes except 
buildings which are primarily used or intended for human 
habitation as defined in subrule 71.1(4). Land and the 
nonresidential improvements and structures located on it shall 
be considered to be used primarily for agricultural purposes if its 
principal use is devoted to the raising and harvesting of crops or 
forest or fruit trees, the rearing, feeding, and management of 
livestock, or horticulture, all for intended profit



Rollback



Tax Levy (Urban and Rural)



Tax Levy



Equalization

441.47 Adjusted valuations. The department of revenue on or about 
August 15, 1977, and every two years thereafter shall order the 
equalization of the levels of assessment of each class of property in the 
several assessing jurisdictions by adding to or deducting from the 
valuation of each class of property such percentage in each case as may 
be necessary to bring the same to its taxable value as fixed in this 
chapter, chapters 427 through 440, and chapter 443. The department 
shall adjust to actual value the valuation of any class of property as set 
out in the abstract of assessment when the valuation is at least five 
percent above or below actual value as determined by the department.



Equalization



Equalization



Equalization

100% – 82% = 18%

18% / 82% = 22%



Equalization



Equalization



Equalization



Protest

441.21(3)b The burden of proof shall be upon any 
complainant attacking such valuation as excessive, 
inadequate, inequitable, or capricious. However, in 
protest or appeal proceedings when the complainant 
offers competent evidence that the market value of 
the property is different than the market value 
determined by the assessor, the burden of proof 
thereafter shall be upon the officials or persons 
seeking to uphold such valuation to be assessed.



Protest Grounds

1) Assessment is not equitable

2) Assessment is more than authorized by law

3) Assessment is not taxable or misclassified

4) Assessment has an error

5) Fraud or Misconduct



Protest Dates

• April 2 through April 30 - Protest of 
assessment period for filing with Board of 
Review

• May 1 thru Adjournment - Board of Review 
meets each year



Protest beyond BOR

• Iowa Property Assessment Appeal Board 
(PAAB)

• District Court



Thank you

Brian C.S. Arnold
515-690-9109
briana@warrencountyia.org
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